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CHAPTER

Improving Your 
Writing: Sentences 
and Words

3
When you write, you have to think about your problem and communicate 

your findings to your audience. Effective writing informs and persuades 
by communicating your ideas in writing that your audience can understand. 
On the other hand, if your audience can’t understand what you wrote, then 
your findings and advice are likely to be ignored.

For example, remember back to your research when you were read-
ing various sources. You probably picked up a document that you initially 
thought would be really helpful but wasn’t. For example, if your project 
was to recommend how your state should address sexting,1 then you might 
have been excited to find a report about how Rhode Island addresses 
the problem. But if the prose read something like this, you might be less 
enthusiastic:

With a national average of 20% of teens age 13–19 sexting one 
another, the act can seem commonplace, even normal. However, 
if distribution of the pictures in a sext, particularly if such pictures 
go beyond the person they were intended for, occurs, then it 
can be consequential, both emotionally and socially, because of 
actions such as being bullied and creating emotional trauma. 
Reports of teens committing suicide after photos have been shared 
with the broader public in high-profile news stories get national 
attention. In this age of the Internet, photos can also resurface, 
damaging a person’s college, internship, or job prospects.

This report is exactly about your topic, but you might have ended up 
putting it down after a page or two (or even this paragraph!). Why did 
it feel so muddled? Is it because you hadn’t had your coffee yet, or is it 
because of something the authors did? Perhaps you really wanted to under-
stand the report and so you read it again and again but still couldn’t puzzle 
out what it meant. Why? Was it because the topic was just too complicated, 
or could the authors have made things easier to understand?

1 For those born before 2000, sexting is sending sexual pictures via your cell phone. In many states, 
the law treats sexting between consenting minors as the production, transmission, and/or posses-
sion of child pornography. A 16-year-old girl sending a nude picture of herself to her 17-year-old 
boyfriend both can be convicted of a sex crime and placed on a sex offender registry for life.
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38  Part 2 | The Skills of Policy Writing

What if the authors had revised their paragraph to say the following?

Nationally, 20% of teenagers sext with troubling consequences. 
Teenagers who sext are sometimes bullied and experience 
emotional trauma, particularly if their partners forward 
their sexts to others. Even more tragically, several teens have 
committed suicide after their sexts were sent to broader social 
circles. Finally, sexted photos can also resurface later in a teen’s 
life, damaging their college, internship, or job prospects.

Most people find this paragraph easier to read. It communicates the 
same information but in about half the words and much more directly. You 
can breeze through the writing and understand the content.

Why is the second paragraph so much easier to read? How can you 
make sure you write like the second one rather than the first?

Your writing can be easy to read if you revise your drafts using a few 
key principles.2 In the previous chapter, you learned the first principle 
when you learned how to create an argumentative structure (or outline) 
that is audience centered, logical, and aligned throughout.

Once you had your outline, you filled it in with paragraphs supporting 
and fleshing out the overall argument. Your paragraphs are now comprised 
of sentences that are the basic building blocks of your argument. Now that 
you have a full draft it’s time to edit it into sentences that your audience 
can easily understand by learning the second principle: Sentences should 
clearly tell the reader who is doing what. Remember that writing is both think-
ing and communicating. Let’s work on creating sentences that communicate 
with your readers.

Sentences should clearly tell the reader who is doing what.

How to Identify and  
Create Good Sentences

Easy-to-read sentences are the building blocks of easy-to-read documents. 
A sentence is easy for your audience to read when they can understand who is 
doing what. You can create easy-to-read sentences by following three basic 
principles:

2 Of course, sentences must also be grammatically correct for readers to understand them. If you 
need more help understanding basic grammar I recommend you pick up a copy of The Elements of 
Style, by Strunk and White (1999). The first section provides solid advice about the grammatical 
structure of sentences and the use of commas.
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Chapter 3 | Improving Your Writing  39

1. Characters Make Good Subjects,

2. Actions Make Good Verbs,

3. Choose Words Wisely.

Armed with these three principles you can identify which of your sen-
tences are difficult for your audience to understand, why they are difficult 
to understand, and how to fix them. For example, consider the following 
sentence, which is grammatically correct but painful and confusing:

The lack of accountability of partners for forwarding sexts 
to third parties will not protect teens from cyberbullying if 
legalization happens via the legislature.

If you feel as muddled as I did the first time and second time I read that 
sentence, then you can begin to understand how confusing a policy maker 
might find it. Readers are more likely to understand the same information 
if the sentence is written like this:

The legislature will not protect teens from cyberbullying by 
legalizing sexting unless partners are held accountable for 
distributing sexts to third parties.

What makes the second sentence easier to understand than the first 
one? At the most basic level, it works better because readers can easily 
identify the characters (the legislature, partners) who are doing actions (pro-
tect, legalizing, distributing).3

Principle 1: Characters  
Make Good Subjects

Every sentence has both a character and a subject. A character is most often 
a specific person, institution, or thing performing an action described 
by a sentence. The subject is usually the noun near the beginning of a 
sentence. In some sentences the character and the subject are the same, 
and in others they are different. Audiences prefer sentences where the main 
characters are the subjects because they can easily understand who is doing 
the action.

3 The language of actions and characters is drawn from Williams and Bizup’s excellent book Style: 
The Basics of Clarity and Grace (2014). If you need more practice with the principles in this chapter 
and the next one, you would be well served to buy a copy and work through it.
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40  Part 2 | The Skills of Policy Writing

Let’s look back at the original example sentence from above. Here I 
have underlined the subjects and italicized the main characters.

The lack of accountability of partners for forwarding sexts to 
third parties will not protect teens from cyberbullying if the 
legalization happens via the legislature.

Now we can begin to understand why this sentence was so difficult to 
understand the first time you read it. The subjects in this sentence (the lack 
and the legalization) are not characters. Characters are usually individu-
als, groups, or institutions. Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, the 
National Rifle Association (NRA), and the U.S. Congress are all examples of 
characters in policy writing. Sometimes the characters in policy writing are 
inanimate. Hurricane Katrina, global warming, and endangered animals 
are all characters as well. Sometimes characters are common abstractions 
like the law, education, or the environment. Although these abstractions 
are not flesh-and-blood people we can still use them as subjects when 
they are performing an action. Education causes incomes to rise. The law 
prohibits sending sexts. The subjects in our example sentence are not the 
characters but instead are vague abstractions, making the sentence harder 
to understand.

Audiences prefer sentences where the main characters are the subjects 
because they can easily understand who is doing the action.

When subjects are not characters, readers struggle to understand a 
sentence because they have to remember a lot of information before they 
finally understand how it all fits together. They know what actions are (not) 
being taken but don’t know who is doing them until late in the sentence. If 
they read the sentence a second time they will likely understand it because 
they will now know who is doing the actions, but that is a lot of work. And 
you don’t want them to do this. If you make them do extra work again and 
again they will simply stop reading your document, just like you did in the 
example at the beginning of this chapter.

Now let’s look back at the revised version where the subjects are underlined 
and the characters are italicized.

The legislature will not protect teens from cyberbullying by 
legalizing sexting unless partners are held accountable for 
distributing sexts to third parties.

This sentence is easier to understand because you immediately know 
who is doing (or not doing) the actions. I rewrote the sentence by finding 
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Chapter 3 | Improving Your Writing  41

the characters in the original sentence and making them the subjects of 
this sentence.

Notice that the revised sentence emphasizes the role of the legislature, 
rather than focusing on the role of sexting partners. Making characters the 
subjects of a sentence clearly identifies the important public policy charac-
ters who are making the decisions. Putting them front and center ensures 
that your reader knows who is doing what and that important players are 
not hidden by murky language. The original sentence makes the legislature 
almost an afterthought behind the partners. Making sure that your char-
acters align with your subjects helps make who is responsible clearer. In 
fact, you could make the role of the legislature even clearer by rewriting the 
sentence again as follows:

The legislature will not protect teens from cyberbullying by 
legalizing sexting unless they hold partners accountable for 
distributing sexts to third parties.

Example: Put Subjects in Their Places

Now let’s work through another example. First, read the following sen-
tence, preferably out loud (but only if you’re not in the library!).

Last year, a debate on a sexting bill was being heard on the part 
of the Judiciary Committee, when a question by the senator 
occurred, causing a media firestorm.

Pretty awful. Now let’s apply the same process that we used above to 
understand why this sentence is difficult to read. Take a pen and underline 
the subjects and circle the characters. Now turn the page to see if you got 
it right.
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42  Part 2 | The Skills of Policy Writing

Here the subjects are underlined and the characters are italicized.

Last year, a debate on a sexting bill was being heard on the 
part of the Judiciary Committee, when a question by the senator 
occurred, causing a media firestorm.

You can now see that one of the reasons why this sentence is difficult  
to follow is that the subjects (a debate and a question) and the characters 
(the Judiciary Committee and the senator) are not the same. Instead, the char-
acters are buried deep in the sentence.

Try writing a better version of the sentence where you make the char-
acters the subjects and put them near the beginning of the sentence.

A better version of the sentence might look like this one, where the 
characters and the subjects are the same:

Last year, as the Judiciary Committee debated a sexting bill, the 
senator asked a question that caused a media firestorm.

By making the characters the subjects of the sentences you have made this 
sentence much easier to read. It now identifies the characters and puts them 
into the place your reader will naturally look for them. Making characters the 
subject of the sentence focuses readers on your characters and makes sentences 
easier to understand. Readers can now easily understand who is doing what.

Missing Characters

Sometimes characters are hidden in sentences. In these cases, you can 
unearth them and move them to be the subjects as we did in the examples. 
Unfortunately, in some sentences the character is missing altogether. This 
makes it particularly difficult for readers to understand. Consider another 
example about sexting with the subject already underlined:

Questions of whether or not teens should be charged for sexting 
under existing child pornography laws present a challenge.

If you try to rewrite this sentence by putting the character first, you 
will quickly realize that you don’t know who the character is. A challenge 
to whom? To society? To the judicial system? To a specific judge? The read-
ers won’t know immediately.

Why would someone write a sentence that omits the character? Two pos-
sible reasons. First, it isn’t unclear to them who the character is. As the writer, 
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Chapter 3 | Improving Your Writing  43

they intuitively know who is being challenged, but they have forgotten that 
their readers might not. Second, authors are sometimes purposefully unclear 
about who the characters are. For example, the current sentence doesn’t lay 
the blame on anyone in particular. It just says there are unresolved questions. 
In contrast, the author could identify the characters by placing them in the 
subject of the sentence. For example, the author could write the following:

Federal judges have struggled to apply existing child pornography 
laws to cases involving teen sexting.

Then it would be clear that federal judges are struggling. However, 
this might be impolitic if the writer knows or works for the federal judges 
involved and wants to avoid offending them. When characters are missing 
from key sentences you would do well to think about why that is the case. 
It could be valuable information about the politics of the situation.

Pro-Tip
Be on the Lookout for Abstract Nouns

One easy way to make sure your subjects are the characters of your sentences is to 
make sure the subjects aren’t abstract nouns. Abstract nouns often embody ideas 
rather than concrete subjects. Underline the subject and circle the characters in the 
following sentence:

Environmental ideals have been shown to be diverse in county residents.

This sentence is awkward. “County residents,” the main characters in the 
sentence, are not the subjects of the sentence. Implicitly, we think of subjects 
as being the actors responsible for doing action. Here, “environmental ide-
als” is the subject. This sentence is more problematic because it makes the 
"county residents" seem like passive recipients of these ideals. Where do envi-
ronmental ideals come from except the people in the county? Now consider 
this alternative:

County residents have diverse ideas about the environment.

The character in the sentence county residents is now also the subject of the 
sentence, and they are clearly responsible for their ideas rather than a vague, nebu-
lous force descending on them. Looking for abstract nouns at the beginning of your 
sentences will help you make sure your characters are your subjects.
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44  Part 2 | The Skills of Policy Writing

Principle 2: Actions Make Good Verbs

Once you have identified who is doing an action by having characters as 
the subjects of your sentences, the next step is to make sure that the actions 
your characters are taking are the verbs in your sentences. Actions are what 
the characters are actually doing: introducing, lobbying, arguing, serving, 
releasing, etc. Senator Warren spoke on the floor. The NRA is lobbying on the 
bill. The EPA will choose which river to clean up.

Just like with subjects and characters, sentences are easy to understand 
when the verb and the action are in the same spot. Conversely, when the 
verb and the action are not the same, sentences are more difficult to under-
stand. Consider the sentence we looked at earlier with the verb double 
underlined and the actions highlighted:

The prosecution of sexting cases by district attorneys means the 
loss of future job opportunities for many American teenagers.

The verb (means) is not an action actively being taken by one of the 
characters in the sentence. It is an empty verb because it does not contain 
an action. Where are the actions in this sentence? They are actually hidden 
in the nouns (prosecution and the loss). This is called nominalization. The 
author has nominalized the verbs “prosecute” and “lose” by turning them 
into nouns and making them the subjects of the sentences. Nominalizations 
are problematic because the actions are now the subjects and the verbs are 
empty because they don’t convey concrete actions.

This sentence can be made easier to read by locating the nominaliza-
tions (prosecution and the loss) and transforming them back into verbs 
(prosecute and lose). The rewritten version fixes this problem:

Many American teenagers lose future job opportunities when district 
attorneys prosecute sexting cases.

Now the verbs and the actions align. The characters are taking specific 
actions that are captured by the verbs. This version of the sentence is clear 
and easy to read.

Example: Activate Your Verbs

Now let’s work through another example and apply the same principle. 
First, read the following sentence—preferably out loud—to get the full effect:

The argument put forth by Governor Sammons in regard to the 
nonpassage of the Sexting Reform Bill by the Rhode Island House 
of Representatives was based on the tendency of legislatures to 
avoid controversial topics.
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Chapter 3 | Improving Your Writing  45

Pretty awful. Now let’s apply the same process that we used above to 
understand why this sentence is difficult to read. Take a pen and high-
lighter and double underline the verbs and highlight the actions. Are they 
the same?

Pro-Tip
Identifying Common Nominalizations in Public Policy

If you have a sentence that has weak or empty verbs like some of the example 
sentences above (was based, means, has been shown, etc.), one of the best places 
to look for your verb is in a nominalization. Nominalizations are verbs that are 
turned into nouns. Table 3.1 provides a common set from public policy. When 
you see one in your writing, strongly consider rewriting your sentence to move the 
action into the verb.

Table 3.1 Common Nominalizations

Nominalization Verb

argument argue

consideration consider

development develop

distortion distorts

election elect

evaluation evaluate

expansion expand

investigation investigate

intervention intervenes

passage pass

prosecution prosecute

regulation regulate

review reviewed
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46  Part 2 | The Skills of Policy Writing

When Are Nominalizations Useful?

While you should always be suspicious of having nominalizations 
or abstract characters as the subjects of your sentences, sometimes it 
does make sense to use them. Here are two common reasons to use a 
nominalization.

The first is that some nominalizations or concepts are so familiar that 
your audience thinks of them as characters. Education, elections, and 
amendments are all common nominalizations. It is fine to write, “The 
upcoming election created uncertainty for businesses” because the election 
is an event that is firmly fixed in everyone’s mind.

The argument put forth by Governor Sammons in regard to the 
nonpassage of the Sexting Reform Bill by the Rhode Island House 
of Representatives was based on the tendency of legislatures to 
avoid controversial topics.

Highlighting the action in the sentence helps you see why the sentence 
feels unwieldy to read. The main action (arguing) has been nominalized 
and made the subject of the sentence (the argument). Instead of having the 
strong, active verb, “was based” holding the sentence together.

Now that you have identified the action, rewrite the sentence with the 
action as the verb. A better version of the sentence might look like this one, 
where the actions and the verbs are the same:

Governor Sammons argued that the Rhode Island House of 
Representatives did not pass the Sexting Reform Bill because 
members were afraid to address controversial topics.

This sentence is much clearer. The verb and the action are now the 
same. Importantly, the subject now also aligns with the character doing 
the action. The key action in the sentence—“argued”—comes quickly 
after the subject, and the verb “argued” is more meaningful than “was 
based.”

Notice that it’s also easier to attribute the latter half of the sentence to 
the Rhode Island House of Representatives than it was before. The rewrit-
ten sentence clearly attributes thoughts, opinions, and actions to correct 
characters. This sentence strongly and clearly states that the governor has 
a poor opinion of the legislature’s backbone. Depending on the situation, 
making this clear may or may not be a wise decision!
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Chapter 3 | Improving Your Writing  47

Most readers want subjects to name flesh-and-blood characters. But 
often, you must write about abstractions. When you do, turn them into 
virtual characters by making them the subjects of verbs that tell a story. 
If readers are familiar with your abstractions, no problem. But when they 
are not, avoid using lots of other abstract nominalization around them. 
(Williams & Bizup, 2014)

Second, in the context of a paragraph, nominalizations can help you 
to refer back to ideas in a previous sentence. For example, both of these 
sentences appropriately use nominalizations if the decisions and arguments 
are used previously in context:

Her decision helped the board decide which direction to move.

Their arguments were proven to be unfounded.

Using nominalizations in this context will help you to remind the 
reader of what you have already discussed without rehashing it in every 
sentence. We will talk more about this in the next chapter when we discuss 
how to organize paragraphs that help you communicate best with your 
readers.

Principle 3: Choose Words Wisely

The final principle to creating easy-to-read sentences is to wisely choose 
the words in them. The best way to improve the words in your sentences 
is to follow the first two principles in this chapter. In doing so, the most 
noxious nominalizations will be weeded out and the sheer number of 
words in your sentences will decrease. For example, every example we 
looked at in this chapter was substantially shorter after it was revised. 
This can easily reduce the length of your document by 20–30%. Policy 
makers are more likely to read shorter documents. Shortening documents 
also creates more room to include important arguments and evidence.

That said, having applied the first two principles, you can still help 
your reader by thinking carefully about your word choice. Here are three 
rules of thumb that can help you to choose words that help your reader:

1. Avoid jargon. Remember that your audience likely knows  
less about your topic than you do. That is why they are  
taking the time to read what you wrote. Show them that you 
are thinking about their needs by not talking over their heads. 
Eliminate specialized terms that only insiders know. If you  
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48  Part 2 | The Skills of Policy Writing

do have to use technical terms, take the time to define them. For 
example, the terms characters and actions are jargon, so I took the 
time to carefully define them before I used them in this chapter.

2. Consider short words instead of long ones. Often, our first 
drafts use language that is more complex than it has to be. 
Sometimes, we subconsciously choose complex language because 
we are trying to establish our authority through word choice 
rather than through careful argument. If complex language or 
fancy words are needed, then you should use them. But often our 
sentences will be easier to read and mean the same thing if we use 
shorter words. Consider this sentence:

The study seemed duplicative and so we terminated 
investigation.

“Repetitive” is a more common word than “duplicative” and 
means the same thing. “Ended” means the same thing as “terminated” 
and is less wordy. When rewritten, “The study seemed repetitive and 
so we ended investigation” is quicker and easier to read. Over the 
course of 10–20 single-spaced pages, using shorter words instead 
of longer ones can make a big difference in the reader’s experience.

While shorter words are often better, longer words do have 
their place. Sometimes longer words are the everyday language 
of the field you are discussing, and then you should use them 
because your audience does. Other times, longer words can help-
fully delineate between ambiguous concepts. Finally, a longer word 
can sometimes save the use of several shorter words and is then 
language well spent.

Fancy Words and Rhetorical Flourishes

The English language can be beautiful. Choosing right sets of words as you 
write can bring a smile to people’s faces when they read. Unfortunately, policy 
writing isn’t the right place to exercise this skill. Policy writing is a tool that 
people use to understand the world rather than enjoying the written word 
itself. Focus on communicating with your policy audience and save your 
rhetorical flourishes for people who have the time to enjoy them. Perhaps 
Grandma would enjoy your loquacious sentences in that meandering letter 
you’ve been putting off composing for her!
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Chapter 3 | Improving Your Writing  49

3. Look for unnecessary repetition. Sentences in first drafts are 
often riddled with repetitive phrases and ideas. As we write we 
struggle to capture everything. We may also be trying out new 
ways of saying things. That leads us to write things more than 
once in the same sentence. Take an example from earlier in  
the chapter:

With a national average of 20% of teens ages 13–19 
sexting one another, the act can seem commonplace, 
even normal.

Teens are by definition between the ages of 13 and 19. No need 
to say it twice. Are commonplace and normal really different ideas? 
The author probably could have conveyed the same ideas by just 
writing one or the other:

With the national average of 20% of teens sexting one 
another, the act can seem commonplace.

Conclusion

Sentences that are easy to read aren’t created by luck. Almost no one, not 
even the best writer, produces good sentences in their initial drafts. The 
work of thinking is simply too difficult to focus on writing good sentences 
that communicate easily at the same time.

Thankfully you can revise your sentences using the principles in this 
chapter so that they are easy to read. Once the characters are the subjects, 
the actions the verbs, and your words carefully chosen, your writing will be 
more concrete, concise, and coherent. Your writing will be easier for your 
audience to read. You will be more likely to communicate to them what 
you think is important for them to know about your policy problem, and 
that is no mean feat!

I made this letter longer than usual because I lack the time to make it 
shorter. (Pascal, 2004)

Once you have clear sentences, then you can take the next step  
and join them together into paragraphs that are easy to understand. These 
paragraphs will then blend into your outline to create a document that 
communicates with the people you want to persuade. It is to this task that 
we now turn.
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50  Part 2 | The Skills of Policy Writing

CHECKLIST 

Diagnose Your Sentences

1. Are characters the subjects of my sentences?

2. Are actions the verbs of my sentences?

3. Did I choose the simplest words I could to engage my audience?

Rewrite

1. Make the main characters the subjects of the sentences.

2. Make the actions the verbs of the sentences and keep an eye out for 
nominalizations.

3. Replace jargon or “big” words with common words.

EXERCISES 

Characters and Subjects

Practice Sentences: Underline the subject(s) of each sentence and circle the 
character(s). Then rewrite the sentence with the character as the subject.

1. The CBO’s abundance of data enabled evaluation of EPA actions in 
targeting resources to waterways most in need of cleanup.

2. Testing requirements in many high schools by the school board 
means the loss of many hours of otherwise productive class time for 
students.
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Chapter 3 | Improving Your Writing  51

Applying to Your Own Writing: Identify two sentences in your draft where the 
subjects are not the same as the characters. Write them down, underline the 
subject of each sentence, and circle the character(s). Then rewrite them by 
making the character the subject. Does this make the sentence more easily 
understood by your audience?

Actions and Verbs

Practice Sentences: Double underline the verb of each sentence and highlight 
the action. Then rewrite them by making the action the verb:

1. The expansion of universities and hospital properties means that 
cities will collect less tax revenue.

2. Early experiences have a uniquely powerful influence on the 
development of cognitive and social skills that are necessary for 
success later in life.

Applying to Your Own Writing: Identify two sentences (different than the two in 
Exercise 1) where the actions are not the same as the verbs. Write them down, 
double underline the verb of each sentence, and highlight the action. Then 
rewrite them by making the action the verb. Does this make the sentence more 
easily understood by your audience?

Word Choice

Practice Sentences: Analyze and improve the examples by eliminating unneces-
sary or repetitive words as well as by fixing the subject/character and verbs/
actions:
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1. Animosity toward sharing economy companies in the transportation 
sector like Uber and Lyft on the part of other transportation 
companies that employ taxi drivers exists not only in our city, but 
throughout the nation.

2. If distribution of a sexual picture by a smartphone, particularly if 
such pictures go beyond the person they were intended for, occurs, 
then it can be consequential, both emotionally and socially because 
of actions such as being bullied and creating emotional trauma.

Applying to Your Own Writing: Identify two sentences where you can cut down 
the number of words by eliminating repeated words or choosing words that 
convey the same information with less text. Write them down, strike through 
the repetitive language, and suggest new language. Then rewrite them with 
your suggested changes. Does this make the sentences more easily understood 
by your audience? Why?
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ANSWER KEY 

Characters and Subjects

1. Analyzed Version: The CBO’s abundance of data enabled evaluation 
of EPA actions in targeting resources to waterways most in need of 
cleanup.
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 Better Version: Because the CBO had abundant data, it could evaluate 
how well the EPA targeted resources to waterways cleanup.

2. Analyzed Version: Testing requirements in many high schools by the 
school board means the loss of many hours of otherwise productive class 
time for students.

 Better Version: Students lose productive class time because school 
boards require tests in high school.

Actions and Verbs

1. Analyzed Version: The expansion of universities and hospital properties 
means that cities will collect less tax revenue.

 Better Version: When universities and hospital properties expand, then 
cities will collect less tax revenue.

 Or

 Cities will collect less tax revenue when universities and hospitals expand.

2. Analyzed Version: Early educational experiences have a uniquely powerful 
influence on the development of cognitive and social skills that are 
necessary for success later in life.

 Note that the nominalization “development” is confusing here because the 
actor “children” is missing from the sentence. Add it back in so that the 
sentence makes sense.

 Better Version: Children develop cognitive and social skills at an early age, 
so early educational experiences are a powerful influence on success later 
in life.

Word Choice

1. Analyzed Version: Animosity toward sharing economy companies in the 
transportation sector like Uber and Lyft on the part of other transportation 
companies that employ taxi drivers (taxi companies) exists not only in our 
city, but throughout the nation (nationwide).

 First, make “taxi companies” the subject because they are the actors. 
Then, realize that “animosity” is a nominalization of strongly disliking 
someone or something.

 Better Version: Taxi companies in our city and nationwide strongly 
dislike Uber, Lyft, and other sharing economy companies like them.
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2. Analyzed Version: If distribution of a sexual picture by a smartphone 
(sext), particularly if such pictures go beyond the person they were 
intended for, occurs, then it can be consequential, both emotionally and 
socially because of actions such as being bullied and creating emotional 
trauma. (43 words)

 Note that there is one missing actor in this sentence: the sender of the 
sext. Make sure they play a role in the revised sentence. Also, note that 
“emotionally” is used twice, and since the consequences already are 
discussed you can drop calling them “consequences.”

 Better Version: When a partner who receives sexts distributes it to others, 
then the sender may be bullied and experience social and emotional 
trauma. (22 words)
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